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'Os  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 


BEDFORD  RURiiL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


tr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  and 
nnitary  circumstances  of  the  District  for  the  year  1971. 

The  Vital  Statistics  again  compare  favourably  with  those  of  England 
nd  Wales  and  the  Administrative  County. 

The  Causes  of  Death  table  repeats  a familiar  pattern.  Of  383  deaths, 

78  were  in  respect  of  persons  sixty-five  years  and  over,  196  of  the  total 
umber  of  deaths  were  due  to  heart  and  circulatory  diseases,  65  to  cancer, 
ncluding  18  of  lung  cancer,  and  62  to  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 

Reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service  and  Local  Government  is 
lanned  to  take  place  on  1st  April  1974.  It  may  be  appropriate,  therefore, 
o include  in  this  Introduction  one  or  two  points  whic h arise. 

On  the  1st  April  1974  there  will  be  for  the  whole  of  geographical 
edfordshire:  (a)  one  County  Council,  and  in  its  area  there  will  be  a 
umber  of  District  Councils,  and  (b)  one  Area  Health  Authority,  which  will 
e operationally  responsible  for  all  the  National  Health  Services  now  adnin- 
stered  by  the  County  Council,  the  Executive  Council  and  the  three  Hospital 
anagement  Committees  in  Bedfordshire. 

As  the  very  recently  published  White  Paper  points  out,  collaboration 
etween  the  new  County  Council  and  the  Area  Health  Authority  will  be  essen- 
ial.  The  former  body  will  be  responsible  for  the  Education  and  Personal 
ocial  Services  and  the  latter  for  the  National  Health  Services  and  there  is 
cope  for  much  collaboration  between  them  in  the  use  of  premises  and  staff, 
s an  example,  the  Area  Health  Authority  will  have  in  its  employment  doctors, 
ental  surgeons  and  nurses  who  can  be  made  available  for  work  in  the  Education 
nd  Personal  Social  Services, 

Collaboration  would  also  be  valuable  between  the  Area  Health  Authority 
nd  the  District  Councils,  and  one  way  in  which  it  could  express  itself  would 
e for  the  District  Councils  to  appoint  as  medical  advisers  (“proper  officers”) 
octcrs  employed  as  Community  Physicians  by  the  Area  Health  Authority  at 
ospital  District  level.  The  experience  of  most  Medical  Officers  of  Health  of 
ounty  Districts  who  are  also  engaged  in  County  Council  work,  is  that  such  an 
ppointment  would  be  most  likely  to  provide  the  best  services  for  the  residents 
f the  area. 

In  the  text  of  the  report  I have  mentioned  some  of  the  services  provided 
y the  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority.  All  these  have  a belief icial 
nfluence  on  the  health  of  people,  and  in  that  respect  can  be  placed  alongside 
he  duties  of  County  Districts  in  regard  to  the  environment.  In  fact,  joint 
ction  by  officers  of  County  Council  and  District  Council  is  often  necessary, 
nd  I acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  help  given  by  the  County  Medical  Officer 
f Health  and  his  staff  in  natters  of  mutual  concern. 

In  conclusion,  I am  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  the  con- 
ideration  they  have  shown  me  and  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his 
taff  for  their  ready  co-operation. 

I am. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


W.C.V.  3RGTHW0GD 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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BEDFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  C QUITO  IL 


ANNUAL 

R E P 0 R 

T 

OF 

THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR 

1971 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA: 

Area  (in  acres)  ... 

• • 0 

• • % 

110,281 

Populations 

Census  for  1961 

• • • 

• O 0 

33,725 

Registrar  General’s  estin; 

ate 

of  homo  population  mid-yes 

D.r  1971 

• • • 

38,490 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

• 0 0 

• • • 

12,845 

Rateable  value  (1st  April  1971) 

• # • 

• • • 

£1,698,161 

Sun  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

• • • 

o • • 

£16,346 

VIT.i  STATISTICS; 

LIFE 

BIRTHS 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate 

O O 0 

317 

340  657 

Illegitimate  . . , 

• • • 

12 

— -U- -_2JL 

Totals 

• • • 

329 

353  682 

Crude  Birth  Rate  . . • 

17.7  per  1, 

000  home 

population 

lid  justed  Birth  Rate  ... 

17.3  " 

u it 

tt 

(The  comparability  factor 

for  the  District  being  0.98) 

As  compared  with;- 

Adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire 

17.5  per  1 , 

000  home  population 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 

16.0  11 

it  it 

11 

ST  ILL 

BIRTHS 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate  . . . 

• • • 

3 

3 6 

Illegitimate  . . . 

• • • 

— 

— — 

Totals 

• • • 

3 

3 6 

Still  Birth  Rate  9.0  per  1,000  total  (live  a 

md  still 

births ) 

As  compared  vith:- 

Rato  for  Bedford shire  11.0  per  1,000  (live  and  still  births) 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  12.00  51  11  11  11  11  11 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (continued) 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  in  the  District 

o © • 

138 

115 

253 

Transferred  into  the  District 

• • • 

99 

92 

191 

Transferred  from  the  District 

• C * 

-J6. 

..25 

61 

Totals 

• • • 

201 

182 

383 

Crude  Death  Rate  ...  10.0  per  1,000  home  population 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  ...  9.5  11  11  " u 

(The  comparability  factor  for  the  District  being  .95) 

As  compared  with: 

adjusted  Rate  for  Bedfordshire  9.3  per  1,000  home  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  11,6  11  " ” 11 


Legitimate 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

• • • • • • 

Male 

6 

Female 

1 

Total 

7 

Illegitimate 

• • • • • • 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . . . 

6 

1 

7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

As  compared  with: 

Rate  for  Bedfordshire 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


10.0  per  1,000  related  live  births 


17.3  " " " 

18.0  « » 51 


i!  II 

11  II 


DEATHS  CONNECTED  WITH  CHILDBIRTH 


Maternal  Mortality 


• • • 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH 


(a)  Water  Supply 

Adequate  supplies  of  water  have  been  maintained  throughout  the 
District  by  the  Bedfordshire  Water  Board.  The  Bedford  Rural  District, 
generally,  is  supplied  from  the  Bedford  River  Ouse  Source.  However, 
the  Parish  of  Wymington  receives  a water  supply  from  the  Higham  Ferrers 
and  Rushden  Water  Board,  and  the  Parish  of  Great  Barford  and  parts  of 
Eastcotts,  Wilstead  and  Staploe  are  supplied  from  the  Great  Ouse  Water 
Authority’s  Graf ham  Source. 

BEDFORD  RIVER  OUSE  SOURCE 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  RAW  AND  TREATED  WATER  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  31st  HAhCH  1972 


Raw  Water 


arbidity  (A. T .U • ) 
olour  (Hazen  Units) 
eaction  pH 

lectric  Conductivity 
(Reciprocal  Megohms 
per  ml  at  20°  c) 

mmoniacal  Nitrogen 

lbuninoid  Nitrogen 

itrate/Nitrite 

Nitrogen 

xygen  Absorbed  in 
4 hours  @ 27°G  from 
KMn°4 

.nionic  Detergent 

Ihlcride  as  Cl 

total  Hardness  as 
CaCO^ 

total  Hardness, 
degrees  Clark 

Jarbonate  Hardness 
as  CaC0o 


Range 


5 - 
7 - 

7.76  - 

695  - 

NIL  - 

0.10  - 


165 

68 

8.80 

980 

0.67 

0.86 


2.9  - 11.2 


1.8  - 

0.03  - 
23  - 

303  - 

21  - 


I, 


Ion-Carbonate  Hardness) 

as  CaC0»  i 

3 I 

Calcium  as  CaGO^  j 

L-lagnesium  as  CaCO^ 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 
Fluoride  as  F 
Sodium  as  Na 
Potassium  as  K 
Iron  as  Fe 
Lead 
Copper 
Zinc 

Silica  as  Si0~ 


150  - 

92  - 
272  - 
26  - 


.13  - 

18  - 

4*4  — 

io.12  - 


7.1 

0,23 

63 

424 

30 

248 

195 

388 

42 

O.38 

72 

11 

7.5 


Orthophosphate  as  PO^  p.50 
Sulphate  as  SO 


1.0  - 


15 
4.2 
111  - 170 


Average 


Treated  Water 


less 

less 

less 


25 
19 

8.11 

870 

0.13 

0.39 

6.6 

3.2 

0.10 

42 

367 

26 
222 


145 
335 

32 
3 

0.20 

33 
6.5 
0.66 

than  0.0 
than  0.10 
than  0.02 


^ 4 

Chlorophyll  A in  mg 
per  m3  ! 1 .5  - 171 

ilgae  Cells  per  ml  16  - 122,000 


Range 


NIL  - 6.7 
2-12 
7.06  - 8.20 

690  - 930 

0.09  - 0.34 

3.6  - 10.1 

0.6  - 2.3 
0.02  - 0.15 
31  - 67 

260  - 406 

18  - 28 

84  - 200 

123  - 230 
230  - 368 
25  - 46 

0.05  - 0.24 
20  - 72 
4.4  - 11 
NIL  - 0.14 


Average 


0.7 
5 

7.68 

812 
NIL 
0.19 

6.5 

1.2 
0.07 
49 

320 

22 

150 

170 
288 

32 

6 

0.14  | 

33 
6.5 

O.04  ! 

less  than  0.01 
less  than  0,10 
less  than  0.02 


7.7 

0 

t — 

1 

m 

e 

O 

5.4 

1 .6 

NIL  - 0.50 

0.09 

140 

120  - 183 

154 

28.9 

14,370 

1 

i 

— 

Results  in  Milligrammes  per 


LitrOg 


ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  continued 


(b)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  sewerage  schemes  for  Wyboston,  Ghawston  and  Wilden  have  pro- 
gressed satisfactorily  towards  commencement  and  work  has  continued  on 
the  new  installations  in  Duloe  and  Staploe.  The  remaining  unsewered 
villages,  whilst  containing  only  a small  percentage  of  the  population, 
continue  to  present  pollution  problems  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  they  have  now  been  accommodated  in  a comprehensive  programme  to 
provide  sewerage  facilities  within  the  next  few  years. 

(c ) Rivers  and  Streams 


Pollution  problems  arise  from  time  to  time  in  ditches  and  streams 
particularly  in  the  unsewered  villages.  The  main  causes  of  pollution 
are  overflowing  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  with  outlets  discharging  into 
the  watercourses.  Temporary  measures  can  often  be  taken  to  give  some 
relief  to  the  problems  but  no  satisfactory  solution  will  be  provided 
until  all  those  discharges  can  be  accommodated  in  the  Council's  sewerage 
systems.  Farm  effluents  can  also  be  troublesome  and  wherever  possible 
these  effluents  should  be  received  into  the  Council's  sewers  as  trade 
effluents  if  they  cannot  be  effectively  returned  to  the  land  without 
causing  pollution  problems. 

(d)  Public  Cleansing 

The  weekly  system  of  domestic  refuse  collection  utilising  paper 
sacks  throughout  the  district  offers  a first-class  service  to  the  house- 
holder. This  service  is  supplemented  by  a special  collection  service  for 
bulky  articles  and  other  unwanted  domestic  rubbish  which  has  resulted  in 
less  of  this  rubbish  finding  its  way  into  the  ditches  in  the  district. 
The  distribution  of  the  large  containers  from  time  to  time  throughout  the 
area  enabling  villagers  to  dispose  of  their  rubbish  has  also  been  bene- 
ficial. 


Unauthorised  caravan  dwellers  camping  on  the  road  verges  have 
added  to  the  problem  of  litter  and  rubbish  dumping  both  with  their  domes- 
tic refuse  and  the  abandoned  parts  of  broken-up  vehicles. 


(e)  Closut  Accommodation 

The  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  water  closets  has  progressed 
satisfactorily  during  the  year  within  the  sewered  villages.  It  is  anti- 
cipated that  most  of  the  conversions  will  have  been  completed  within  the 
next  two  years  although  it  seems  certain  that  compulsory  action  will  be 
necessary  in  the  cases  of  a few  reluctant  owners. 

(f ) Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 


The  following  list  gives  the  statistics  relative  to  the  sanitary 
inspection  of  the  area  ;- 


Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  ...  ... 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

Visits  to  other  premises  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Visits  to  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  ... 

Infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  investigations  . . . 
Visits  to  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  knacker's  yards  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  meat  and  other  foodstuffs  ...  ... 

Factory  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  caravan  sites  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Smoke  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  licensed  premises  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  in  connection  with  the  Rent  Act  1957  ...  ... 

Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act  194*9  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Offices  and  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  & Welfare)  Act  ...  ... 

Noise  abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


4253 

329 

157 

602 

79 

217 

9 

9 

633 

11 

78 

33 

34 
NIL 

1938 

59 

46 

19 
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uttuMjymm'iUj  l-mALm  continued 


(f)  continued 


Inspections  of  Houses  under  Public  Health  Act  1936 


Water  Supply  ...  ...  ... 

o • • 

• • • 

• • 

36 

Defects  prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance  ... 

• • • 

• • 

108 

Defective  or  blocked  drains 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

15 

Overflowing  or  leaking  cesspools  ... 

• • • 

© • • 

• • 

61 

Defective  or  insanitary  closet  accommodation 

• • • 

• • 

4 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises 

0 • • 

• • • 

• • 

4 

Sundry  Visits  ...  ...  ... 

• 0 • 

• • • 

• • 

101 

Inspections  of  other  premises  and 

places 

under  the 

Public  Health  Act  1936 

Rtefuso  lips  •••  • ® • ••• 

• • « 

• • • 

• • 

12 

Ditches  and  streams  ...  ... 

• • • 

o • • 

0 • 

33 

Licensed  premises  ...  ... 

o • • 

• • • 

• • 

4 

Places  of  public  entertainments  (Village 

Halls) 

• • • 

• • 

11 

Wa oGr  Samples  • • o •••  ••• 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

52 

Keeping  of  Animals  ...  ... 

O • • 

• • • 

• • 

14 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • 

24 

Sundry  nuisances  ...  ...  ... 

© • • 

• • • 

• • 

NIL 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ... 

© © • 

• e o 

• • 

2 

Summary  of  matters  dealt  with  under  the 

Public  Health 

Act  1936 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ... 

© • * 

• • o 

• 

• • 

107 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• 

• • 

35 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• 

• • 

2 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• 

• • 

o 

(g)  Smoke  Abatement 

The  indiscriminate  burning  of  rubbish  on  a private  refuse  tip 
again  caused  smoke  nuisance  problems  in  the  nearby  village.  These  fires 
appear  to  be  caused  by  unauthorised  persons  carrying  on  "totting”  activi- 
ties on  the  tip  face  and  call  for  greater  security  precautions  at  the  site. 

An  increasing  smoke  nuisance  problem  is  being  created  by  the 
practice  of  stubble  and  straw  burning  on  agricultural  land  after  the 
harvest  each  year.  This  activity  is  becoming  a nation-wide  problem  and 
warrants  further  investigation  into  the  various  aspects  of  the  practice, 

(h)  Caravan  Sites 


The  residential  caravan  sites  continue  to  provide  housing  accommo- 
dation for  a substantial  minority  of  the  population.  About  500  caravans 
are  located  in  the  six  residential  sites  within  the  district  and  ere  now 
mostly  fully  self-contained  units  offering  similar  basic  standard  ameni- 
ties to  those  found  in  houses  and  flats.  Whilst  there  are  varied  reasons 
why  people  adopt  this  form  of  habitation  it  is  certain  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  possible  availability  of  other  housing  accommodation,  a demand  for 
caravan  sites  is  likely  to  remain. 

The  number  of  recreational  sites  is  on  the  increase  and  these  aro 
to  be  found  mainly  along  the  Ouse  Valley. 

It  is  regretted  that  suitable  sites  for  gypsies  have  not  yet  boon 
found  or  provided  within  the  exes..  The  continued  use  of  road  verges  and 
lay-bys  by  these  caravan  users  has  caused  problems  where  these  sites  have 
been  in  the  proximity  of  dwellings. 

Number  of  residential  sites  with  more  than  three  vans  ...  6 

Number  of  individual  residential  sites  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  recreational  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HEALTH  continued 


(i)  Rats  and  Mice  - Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1 949 

The  Council  employ  one  Rodent  Officer  who  is  responsible  for  the 
survey  of  the  area  and  for  treatment  of  domestic  premises  in  which  rats 
and  mice  are  found.  The  treatment  of  domestic  premises  is  carried  out 
as  a free  service. 


Agricultural  land  and  premises  are  also  surveyed  to  ensure  that 
the  occupiers  are  fulfilling  their  obligations  under  the  Act. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
end  of  the  year:- 


Type  cf  Rropcrty 
Non  Agricultural  Agricultural 


(A) 

Total  number  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  following  notification 

460 

NIL 

Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats  ...  ... 

202 

NIL 

(2 ) Mice  ...  ... 

84 

NIL 

Revisits  to  premises  under  (A)  ... 

740 

NIL 

(B) 

Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  reasons  other 

than  notification  ...  ...  ... 

208 

101 

Number  infested  by  (l)  Rats  ...  ... 

88 

22 

( 2 ) Mi ce  ...  ... 

6 

4 

Revisits  to  premises  under  (B)  ... 

265 

26 

(c) 

Visits  to  premises  for  other  pests  ... 

138 

NIL 

(j>  Swimming  Pools 

One  swimming  pool  is  in  use  in  the  area.  The  pool  is  privately 
owned  but  members  of  the  public  are  admitted  at  certain  times  of  the 
week.  A satisfactory  standard  has  been  maintained  in  the  pool. 

(k)  Noise 

The  extended  use  of  the  airfield  at  the  Royal  Aircraft 
Establishment  at  Thurleigh  by  civil  airline  operators  for  training 
flights  has  brought  an  increased  noise  problem  particularly  for  house- 
holders living  in  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  each  end  of  the  main 
runway.  The  Civil  Aviation  Act  1968  empowers  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  to  require  the  establishment  cf  consultative  arrangements 
at  civil  airports.  Although  Thurleigh  is  outside  the  scope  of  these 
requirements  a similar  consultative  committee  has  been  created  to 
discuss  the  main  problems  arising  from  the  flying  activities.  This 
Committee  representing  the  local  authorities,  parish  councils,  the 
airfield  operators  and  the  airfield  users  can  provide  a very  useful 
liaison  function  as  well  as  acting  as  a ''watchdog11  for  trends  of  further 
noise  intrusion  by  the  possible  future  use  of  the  airfield. 

The  purchase  of  a sound  level  meter  has  enabled  Public  Health 
Staff  to  assess  the  extent  of  aircraft  noise  levels  in  the  most  seriously 
affected  areas  . 

(l)  Farms 

Routine  inspections  of  sanitary  accommodation  for  farmworkers 
have  been  made  at  agricultural  units  and  permanent  facilities  improved 
where  necessary. 

Number  of  visits  to  agricultural  units  ....  ...  46 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


(a)  Meat  Inspection 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  licensed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  knacker’s  yards  licensed  ...  ...  ...  1 

A further  increase  in  the  throughput  of  the  main  private 
slaughterhouse  in  the  district  has  placed  a further  strain  on  the  exist- 
ing facilities  which  resulted  in  the  need  for  a great  deal  of  repair  and 
maintenance  work  having  to  be  constantly  carried  out.  The  slaughterhouse 
operator  has  recognised  that  the  existing  slaughtering  facilities  will 
have  to  be  supplemented  if  the  continuing  rise  in  output  is  to  be  main- 
tained and  consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the  possibility  of  build- 
ing a new  slaughterhouse  to  work  in  parallel  with  the  existing  facilities. 
These  new  facilities  would  have  regard  to  the  standards  required  by  the 
European  Economic  Council  for  such  premises. 

The  slaughterhouse  attached  to  a food  research  establishment  has 
now  ceased  to  operate  leaving  two  other  small  slaughterhouses  which  still 
continue  to  operate  on  a small  scale. 

A change  in  legislation  has  permitted  the  meat  inspection  charges 
levied  on  the  slaughterhouse  operators  to  bo  raised.  These  increased 
charges  help  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  meat  inspection  service  but  still 
do  not  make  the  service  self-supporting. 

Nearly  eleven  and  three  quarter  tens  of  meat  and  offal  was  con- 
demned during  the  year  and  this  material  was  all  subjected  to  processing 
to  render  it  into  a safe  product  for  other  uses  such  as  an  ingredient  of 
animal  feeding  stuff. 

Number  of  animals  inspected  ...  ...  ...  18680 

Number  of  visits  made  for  moat  inspection  ...  ...  633 

Total  weight  of  meat  and  offal  rejected  ...  ...  26213  15 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  P/RT 


Cattle 

EXCLUDING 

Cows 

g 

0 

0 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

\ 

Total 

iber  killed  and  inspected 

1573 

257 

213 

4367 

12270 

18680 

diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
d Cvsticerci 

le  carcases  condemned 

7 

11 

11 

9 

46 

i 84 

cases  of  which  seme  part  or 
gan  was  condemned 

234 

121 

2 

182 

912 

1451 

centage  of  the  number  inspected 
fected  with  disease  other  than 
berculosis  and  cysticerci 

15*3 

51.4 

6.1 

4.3 

7.8 

8.1 

erculosis  only 

le  carcases  condemned 

- 

1 

! 1 

cases  of  which  some  part  or 
gan  was  condemned 

- 

- 

125 

125 

centage  of  the  number  inspected 
'fected  by  tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

1.03 

- 

ticercsis 

cases  of  which  some  part  or 
■gan  was  condemned 

9 

c 

y 

•cases  submitted  tc  treatment 
refrigeration 

9 

- 

— 1 

9 

leralised  and  total  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

.1 

.1 

- 

1 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  continued 


(b)  Poultry  Inspection 

One  small  poultry  slaughterhouse  is  operating  within  the  district 
providing  about  200  uneviscerated  carcases  per  week  for  sale  outside  the 
district.  An  inspection  is  not  carried  out  at  the  time  of  slaughter  but 
the  local  authority  in  whose  district  the  birds  are  sold  has  been  noti- 
fied to  enable  routine  checks  to  be  carried  out. 

(c ) Milk  Supply 

Routine  control  by  bacteriological  and  chemical  samplings  of  milk 
and  also  the  supervision  of  milk  processing  plants  is  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  This  Authority  is  also 
responsible  for  the  issue  of  all  dealers'  milk  licences. 

(d)  Food  Premises 

Whilst  the  standard  of  food  shops  and  catering  establishments 
remains  generally  satisfactory  it  is  still  found  that  sufficient  care  is 
not  always  taken  on  stock  rotation  particularly  with  short-life  perish- 
able commodities.  Stock  rotation  is  a comparatively  simple  operation  bu 
must  be  carried  out  diligently  and  regularly  by  the  food  handlers.  /- dvic 
is  provided  by  Public  Health  staff  during  routine  visits  and  manufacture 
also  provide  useful  information  and  guidance. 

There  is  an  increasing  tendency  for  householders,  smallholders  ar 
farmers  to  set  up  roadside  stalls  seemingly  to  sell  their  surplus  produc 
to  the  public.  There  are  now  signs  that  these  stalls  are  tending  to 
extend  their  scope  of  operation  which  could  cause  problems  in  relation  1 
the  Highways  Acts,  the  Planning  Acts  and  the  food  hygiene  regulations 
relating  to  stalls.  This  trend  is  being  carefully  watched. 

Of  the  1,110  lbs.  of  unsound  food  which  was  voluntarily  surrendei 
to  the  Department  the  major  cause  was  again  due  to  refrigerator  failure: 

The  following  complaints  of  unsound  or  unsatisfactory  food  were 
investigatedJ- 


1. 


Salty  taste  of  a tin  of  coffee 


2. 


Mould  in  steak  and  kidney  pie 


3.  Mould  on  packeted  apple  pie 


4.  Quantity  of  a slice  of  cooked 
ham 


5.  Decomposing  quick-frozen  green 
beans 


Coffee  was  not  purchased 
in  the  District  - advice 
given  to  complainant. 

Vendor's  premises  visited 
and  a second  steak  and  kidnt 
pie  found  to  be  affected  by 
mould.  This  pie  was  formal] 
seized  and  taken  before  a 
iiagistrate  for  condemnation. 
Legal  proceedings  institute: 
for  offering  unsound  food  ft 
sale  - vendor's  fined  a tot* 
of  £25.00 

Investigation  made  - letter 
to  manufacturer  regarding 
date  coding. 

Ham  was  purchased  in  anothe] 
District  and  the  matter 
referred  to  the  Public  Heall 
Department  concerned. 

Investigation  made  with 
manufacturer  and  vendor. 
Inconclusive  evidence  as  to 
cause. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  continued 
(d)  continued 


Food  Promises  in  the  aroaf- 


Type 

i 

Number 

Grocery  & General  Stores 

83 

: Butchers 

10 

Restaurants,  Cafes  & 
i Canteens 

19 

Greengrocery 

9 

Sweet  Confectionery 

15 

J Wet/Fried  Fish  Shops 

2 

| Bakehouses 

5 

f Ice  Cream  Retailers 

97 

Licensed  Premises 

98 

j Slaughterhouses 

1 — 

3 

(e)  Premises  Registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  ac  Drugs  Act  19^ 

Ice  Cream  Retailers  ...  . . • 97 

Sausage  and/or  Meat  Product 
Manufacturers  ...  • •»  9 


SLAUGHTER  of  ANIMALS  (PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY)  REGULATIONS  1958 

The  occupier  of  every  knacker’s  yard  is  required  to  submit  an 
annual  return  showing  the  total  number  of  horses  slaughtered,  the  place 
at  which  they  were  slaughtered?  and  the  total  number  of  horses  received 
during  that  year.  There  is  one  knacker's  yard  in  the  area. 


Knacker's  Yard  occupier  ... 

Address  of  Licensed  Knacker's  Yard 

Number  of  Horses  slaughtered  at 
Knacker’ s Yard  ...  • • • 

Number  of  horses  slaughtered  on  Farms 

Number  of  carcases  of  Horses  received 

Total  number  of  horses  slaughtered  and 
carcases  received  ...  ... 


Chettle  & Sons  Ltd. 
Goosey  Lodge,  Wymington 

NIL 

NIL 

38 

38 


HOUSING 

BOBX3BEBBM 

A satisfying  fact  arising  from  the  revised  improvement  grant 
schemes  is  that  more  owners  are  now  taking  advantage  of  the  Discretionary 
Grant  scheme  which  allows  the  Council  to  contribute  to  essential  repairs 
and  replacements,  in  addition  to  improvements,  where  these  works  are 
necessary  to  make  the  improvement  works  effective.  Unfortunately  the 
revised  scheme  has  led  to  misunderstanding  in  the  minds  of  the  public 
that  grants  are  available  solely  for  repair  works  which  is  not  the  case. 

The  Standard  Grant  scheme  is  still  extremely  useful  in  enabling 
the  Council  to  contribute  to  the  provision  of  the  basic  standard  amenities 
particularly  in  those  properties  which  for  one  reason  or  another  cannot 
be  brought  up  to  the  "12  point"  standard  of  fitness  required  for  the 
Discretionary  Grant  scheme.  A modified  Standard  Grant  scheme  is  also 
available  which  enables  the  Council  to  give  assistance  to  owners  to 
abolish  pail  closets  and  to  provide  hot  and  cold  water  at  kitchen  sinks. 
These  latter  grants  may  be  justified  on  social  grounds  even  for  those 
properties  which  may  not  have  the  normal  minimum  15  year  life  span. 
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HOUSING  continued 


The  Council  now  have  no  statutory  powers  to  secure  the  compulsory 
improvement  of  a property  unless  an  application  is  made  by  the  tenant. 
Only  in  these  circumstances  may  the  Council,  if  they  are  satisfied  that 
the  owner  of  a property  will  not  carry  out  improvement  works  voluntarily, 
require  the  work  to  be  done  compulsorily.  One  property  was  improved  in 
this  manner  during  the  yoar. 


There  was  a sharp  decline  in  the  number  of  applications  for 
Qualification  Certificates  which  enable  landlords  to  take  controlled 
properties  out  of  rent  control  and  to  secure  a "fair  rent"  where  certain 
qualifying  conditions  have  been  met.  It  has  been  found  that  a number  of 
the  applications  relate  to  properties  that  do  not  meet  the  qualifying 
conditions  and  although  the  owners  have  been  given  the  opportunity  to 
rectify  these  shortcomings  very  few  of  them  have  elected  to  do  so. 

Action  was  taken  to  secure  the  closure  of  18  unfit  dwellings  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act  1957. 


Number  in  inhabited  houses  ...  ... 

Number  of  Houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  the  year  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  conversions  and  adaptations  completed 
by  private  enterprise  ...  ... 

Number  of  conversions  and  adaptations  completed 
by  the  Council  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  units  erected  by  the  Council  ... 


12,845 

365 

5 

NIL 

NIL 


INSPECTIONS  Cg  DWELLING  HOUSES  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT  1957 


Housing  Survey  Visits  ...  ...  ...  201 

Number  of  unfit  houses  inspected  ...  ...  18 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10,  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act  1957  2— 

1 . Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  NIL 

2,  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered, 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  NIL 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  NIL 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  2 


C.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 
Act  1957:- 

1 . Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  10 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Ordors  ...  ...  ...  18 
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HOUSING  continued 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YE/R  continued 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 

to  secure  closure  of  part  of  a building  . . . NIL 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 

Act  1957  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  8 


HOUSING  ACTS  1949  - 1969.  FIPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Discretionary  Grants 


Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  177 
Applications  approved  ...  ...  ...  63 
Number  of  houses  concerned  ...  ...  66 
Applications  refused  ...  ...  ...  1 
Applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  NIL 
Improvements  completed  ...  ...  ... 

Nextf  units  of  accommodation  provided  ...  3 

Standard  Grants 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  87 
Applications  approved  ...  ...  ...  47 
Number  of  houses  concerned  ...  ...  47 
Applications  refused  ...  ...  , ..  NIL 
Applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  1 
Improvements  completed  ...  ...  ...  40 


Compulsory  Improvements 

Number  of  representations  made  by  tenants  ...  NIL 
Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  NIL 
Number  of  immediate  improvement  notices  served  1 
Number  of  dwellings  improved  ...  ...  1 

Qualification  Certificates 

Number  of  applications  received  ...  ...  17 
Number  of  Certificates  issued  ...  ...  5 
Number  of  Provisional  Certificates  issued  ...  3 
Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  ...  60 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

A total  of  59  general  visits  to  office  and  shop  premises  have  been 
made  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  all  the 
relevant  provisions  of  the  Act  are  being  complied  with  in  relation  to 
those  premises.  The  contraventions  found  were  generally  of  a minor 
nature . 

One  accident  was  reported  involving  a food  handler  being  struck 
by  a falling  object. 


REGISTRATION  AMD  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total 
number  of 
Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Number  of 

Registered 

Premises 

receiving 

general 

inspection 

during  the  yearn 

Offices 

1 

34 

11 

Retail  Shops 

2 

51 

37 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

1 

1 

3 

Catering  Establishments  open 

to  the  public,  canteens 

1 

10 

3 

} Fuel  Storage  depots 

1 

1 

5 

OFFICES  AND  SHOPS  continued 

Number  of  visits  to  Registered  Premises  ... 


AN-ALXSI5  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE 


— 

Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of 

Persons 

employed 

Offices  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

...  261 

Retail  Shops  ...  ...  ... 

• • • 

...  135 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

• • • 

10 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

public 

...  43 

Canteens  ...  ...  ... 

0 • • 

33 

Fuel  storage  depots  ...  ... 

0 • • 

1 

TOTAL 

. . . 438 

Total 

males  228 

Total 

females  260 

No  exemption  for  covering  working  space,  room  temperatures, 
sanitary  conveniences  or  washing  facilities  was  granted. 

Number  of  prosecutions  instituted  ...  ...  NIL 

Number  of  Inspectors  appointed  under 
Section  52(1;  or  (5)  cf  the  Act  ...  ...  ) 

8.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


The  Bedfordshire  County  Council  provides: 

(a)  through  its  Health  Committee  the  following  services,  amongst 
others,  - Health  Centres,  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children, 
Health  Visiting,  Home  Nursing,  Domiciliary  Midwifery,  Ambulance, 
Immunisation  against  Infectious  Diseases! 

(b)  through  its  Education  Committee,  a School  Health  Service! 

(c)  through  its  Social  Services  Committee,  personal  social  services. 

The  Bedfordshire  and  Luton  Executive  Council  provides  the  Family 
Practitioner  Services. 

The  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides 
consultant  and  hospital  services. 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease 

Much  is  achieved  in  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease  by 
immunisation.  Diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis 
are  dealt  with  in  the  first  year  of  life  and  measles  in  the  second. 
Necessary  re-inf ore ement  doses  are  given  at  about  five  years  of  age. 

Vaccination  against  rubella  is  offered  as  a routine  to  girls 
reaching  their  twelfth  year,  and  arrangements  are  being  made,  with 
prescribed  safeguards,  for  the  vaccination  of  women  of  child-bearing  ag01 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered,  where  appropriate,  to  children  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  AND  MEDICAL  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA  continued 


Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease  continued 

There  are  also  certain  activities  of  officers  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  which  are  important  in  the  prevention  and  control  cf 
infectious  disease.  They  are  most  readily  recognisable  in  outbreaks  cf 
vomiting  and  diarrhoea  and  the  surveillance  of  contacts  returning  from 
abroad,  but  there  is  a considerable  amount  of  loss  spectacular  but 
important  routine  work  in  connection  with  food  hygiene  and  housing. 

Table  (a),  which  follows,  sets  cut  the  infectious  diseases  in 
respect  of  which  notifications  were  received.  Once  again,  there  were  no 
cases  of  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis.  There  was,  however,  a large 
number  of  cases  of  measles.  In  fact,  the  disease  accounted  for  149  of 
the  194  cases  cf  infectious  disease  notified.  There  was  a similar  state 
of  affairs  in  the  whole  of  the  Administrative  County.  It  can  reasonably 
be  hoped,  however,  that  the  increasing  number  of  vaccinations  taking  place 
against  measles  - 38  per  cent  of  the  children  born  in  the  year  1970  were 
vaccinated  - will  lead  to  a significant  reduction  in  the  number  of  noti- 
fications. 


(a)  Notification  by  Age  Group 


Disease 

o 

t 

-P- 

5 - 14 

15  and 
over 

Age 

unknown 

1 

Total 

Measles 

76 

68 

3 

2 

149 

Whooping  cough 

7 

11 

- 

- 

18 

Scarlet  fever 

2 

8 

1 

- 

11 

i Dysentery 

4 

3 

1 

8 

i Food  poisoning 

- 

5 

- 

4 

1 Infective  jaundice 

2 

2 

4 

(b)  Tuberculosis 


Tuberculosis  in  the  Age  Groups 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

M F 

Ncn-Pulmonary 
M F 

Pulmonary 

M F 

N on- Pulmonary 

M F 

Under  1 year 

1-5  years 

5-15  years 
15-35  years 

35  - 65  years 

Over  65  years 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

i 

2 1 

L — 

2 

- 

- 

Number  on  Register  at  End  of  Year; 

Male 

Female 

Pulmonary  ...  ... 

• • • 

21 

12 

Ncn-Pulmonary  ...  ... 

• • • 

- 

11 

Hass  Radiozranhv 

A mobile  x-ray  unit,  provided  by  the  Mass  Radiography  Service 
of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  visits  the  Market  Place,  Bedford,  each 
Thursday  from  2.15  to  3*45  p.m,  and  during  this  period  patients  sent  by 
general  practitioners  can  be  x-rayed. 
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FACTORIES  continued 


Pi  JIT  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


(c)  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature 

of 

work 

SECTION  110 

- 

SECTION  111 

No.  of  cut- 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section 

110  (l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  send- 
ing lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 

Notices 

Served 

Wearing 
apparel  - 
j making  etc. 

t 

i 

i 

TOTALS 

11 

— 

— 

11 

- . .. 

- 

- 

gi'—.rj,1  1 

